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CUMORAH'S   SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


December,  1955. 


CHRISTMAS 


MESSAGE 


We,  with  all  Christian  nations  of  the  world, 
are  preparing  to  commemorate  the  birth  of  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

During  this  festive  season  the  age-old  mes- 
sage of  "peace  on  earth  and  goodwill  toward 
men"  will  be  emphasized  in  the  songs  that  will 
be  sung  and  the  talks  that  will  be  given.  The 
world,  it  seems,  is  comparatively  free  from 
strife  and  war  today,  but  has  this  been  brought 
about  by  the  spirit  of  "good  will  toward  men" 
spoken  of  by  the  Saviour,  or  is  it  a  result  of  the 
tremendous  stock  pile  of  weapons  of  war  that 
are  enforcing  peace  by  fear  of  the  terrible 
destruction  and  suffering  that  would  be  caused 
if  these  weapons  were  to  be  unleashed?  It  is 
true  that  peace  can  only  come  about  by  the 
application  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
by  giving  expression  to  His  message  of  love  in 
all  our  deeds  and  actions.  For  all  of  us  at  this 
Christmas  time,  there  should  be  a  revalution  of 
fundamental  Christian  beliefs,  and  a  determina- 
tion to  incorporate  them  in  our  lives. 

In  the  words  of  the  Master,  "These  things  I 
have  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might 
have  peace,  in  the  world  we  shall  have  tribula- 
tion, but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome 


the  world."  (John  16:33.)  How  true  these 
words  are.  Christ  did  bring  peace,  and  he 
overcame  the  world  with  love.  It  was  said  of 
Him,  "He  went  about  doing  good."  This  we 
can  also  do. 

As  Christmas  approaches,  we  will  concern 
ourselves  with  the  buying  of  presents  for  our 
friends  and  loved  ones  to  commemorate  this 
joyous  occasion.  If  we  give  of  our  material 
substance  let  us  do  so  with  a  spirit  of  love  so 
that  our  hearts  may  expand  through  the  giving. 
v 

Few  stop  to  realise  that  it  is  the  thought 
behind  the  gift  that  really  counts,  for  tangible 
things  pass  away;  but  it  is  the  intangible  gifts 
of  thoughtfulness,  companionship  and  genuine 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  others,  that  will  last 
throughout  the  entire  year  and  that  will  be 
appreciated  more  as  the  years  pass  by. 

May  the  true  spirit  of  Christmas  fill  your 
hearts,  that  your  joy  may  be  full  in  the  realiza- 
tion that  it  is  equally  blessed  to  give  as  to 
receive.  Let  us  continue  throughout  the  ensu- 
ing year  this  spirit  of  love  and  the  practice  of 
giving  each  day — the  giving  of  those  gifts  which 
will  enrich  the  giver  and  the  receiver. 

The  Mission  Presidency 
Leroy  II.  Ihui<;in 
Alviii  F.  Park 
Gary  II.  Forbush 
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CHURCH  GIVEN  EQUAL 
RIGHTS  IN  HOLLAND:  Official 
recognition  by  the  Government 
of  the  Netherlands  granted  the 
latter  part  of  August  now  gives 
the  Church  legal  standing  and 
rights  and  privileges  comparable 
with  other  churches  in  Holland. 

Recently,  two  young  lady  mis- 
sionaries, working  in  the  mission 
office,  met  a  young  lawyer  and 
his  wife  while  tracting  in  The 
Hague.  The  attorney,  Johannes 
Patty,  invited  them  many  times 
to  his  home  and  became  inter- 
ested in  the  story  of  Mormonism. 
He  became  well  acquainted  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Church,  its 
purposes  and  its  missionary 
system.  His  sympathetic  attitude 
and  keen  legal  mind  have  con- 
tributed much  to  the  success  of 
the  newest  petition  for  recogni- 
tion. 

The  Church  now  has  legal 
standing  and  a  new  dignity  in 
Holland,  perhaps  military  ex- 
emptions for  our  local  full-time 
missionaries,  some  property  tax 
relief,  the  .  right  to  establish 
schools,  and  many  other  privi- 
leges will  be  granted.  This  is 
another  step  in  the  furthering 
of  the  Lord's  work  in  the  world. 

DRESDEN  BRANCH  NOTES 
CENTENNIAL:  From  behind  the 
Iron  Curtain  this  month  comes 
news  of  the  centennial  celebra- 
tion of  the  Dresden  branch  and 
of  the  attendance  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  East  German  Mission. 

Branch  members  and  well- 
wishers  from  all  branches  of 
Dresden  District  and  some  from 
neighbouring  districts  poured  out 
to  pack  meeting  houses  through 
October  22-24  for  a  series  of  in- 
spirational conferences  and  pro- 
grammes. 


As  plans  for  the  centennial 
celebration  neared  completion, 
word  reached  the  mission  office 
in  Berlin  that  President  Herold 
L.  Gregory,  of  the  East  German 
Mission,  and  his  counsellor. 
President  Lawrence  D.  Wilson, 
had  been  granted  permission  by 
the  Russian  authorities  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  celebration. 

Five  years  ago  President  Walter 
Stover  made  a  quick  journey 
around  the  branches  of  the  Rus- 
sian Zone  and  visited  Dresden 
a  few  months  before  his  release 
as  president  of  the  East  German 
Mission.  Since  that  time  none 
of  the  brethren  from  Zion  have 
been  permitted  to  enter  the  Rus- 
sian Zone,  whatsoever,  except  to 
visit  the  Leipzig  Fair  and  per- 
haps attend  branch  or  district 
meetings  in  connection  there- 
with. 

President  Gregory  and  Presi- 
dent Wilson  reported  that  their 
visit  to  Dresden  was  "unques- 
tionably the  high  spot  in  our 
missions  —  probably  in  our  lives. 
Such  a  glorious  manifestation  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  such  rich 
abundance  brought  tears  to  our 
eyes  more  than  once  during  our 
visit." 

SPECIAL  MISSION  TO 
JEWISH  PEOPLE  ORGANIZED: 

Los  Angeles  Stake  leaders  have 
been  assigned  to  spearhead  a 
special  mission  to  the  Jewish 
people,  according  to  President 
John  M.  Russon,  who  recently 
wrote  to  all  17  presidents  of 
Southern  California  Stakes  urg- 
ing them  to  select  immediately 
not  fewer  than  two  members  of 
their  stakes  to  serve  in  the  new 
mission.  Training  classes  will 
be  conducted  for  the  missionaries 
who  have  been  selected  to  serve 
in  this  work. 


184 


CUMORAH'S   SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 

CHRISTMAS  PEACE 


December.  1955. 


by 
Elder  Mark  E. 


Peterson 


What  is  the  Christmas  spirit?  We  all  talk 
about  it,  and  most  of  us  think  we  get  it.  Some 
say  they  can't  get  the  Christmas  spirit  unless 
there  is  snow  on  the  ground  ;  others  wait  until 
the  tree  is  decorated  and  placed  in  position  ; 
and  some  claim  they  do  not  get  this  spirit  until 
the  children  come  downstairs  in  the  early 
dawn  on  Christmas  morning,  to  see  what 
Santa  brought. 

What  do  they  mean?     What  is  it  they  get? 

Most  people  do  get  a  type  of  Christmas 
spirit.  Most  feel  better  toward  their  fellow 
men  on  that  day.  Most  catch  the  spirit  of 
giving  gifts  to  others,  although  they  like  to 
receive  gifts  also.  Many  have  in  their  hearts 
a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  deep  religious 
significance  of  Christmas,  and  have  a  sacred 
spirit  about  them,  much  as  they  do  on  the 
Sabbath. 

The  true  Christmas  spirit  must  always  be 
the  true  spirit  of  Christ.  His  spirit  must  be 
inseparably  connected  with  the  gospel,  with 
his  atonement,  with  his  resurrection,  with  his 
plan  for  the  salvation  of  men.  Is  that  the 
spirit  we  have  at  Christmas  time? 

We  sing  of  the  "Greatest  Gift,"  referring  to 
the  birth  of  the  Son  of  God.  The  angels  sang 
about  it  too.  But  as  we  sing  about  his  coming, 
we  must  forever  have  in  our  hearts  the  spirit 
which  motivated   his  coming. 

He  came  to  save  mankind,  but  his  manner 
of  saving  them  is  to  help  them  become  like 
him.  If  we  have  the  true  spirit  of  Christ,  we 
will  have  the  spirit  which  impels  us  to  become 
like  him.  Therefore  on  Christmas,  of  all  days, 
we  must  have  the  spirit  of  emulating  his  life 
and  works,  and  using  them  as  a  pattern  for 
our  own. 

The  Spirit  of  Christmas  is  the  spirit  of  the 
Beatitudes: 

"Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

"Blessed  are  they  that  mourn  .  .  . 

"Blessed  are  the  meek  .  .  . 

"Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness  .  .  . 

"Blessed  are  the  merciful  .  .  . 

"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart  .  .  . 

"Blessed  are  the  peacemakers  .  .  . 

"Blessed  are  they  which  are  persecuted  for 
righteousness'  sake  .  .  ." 

The  Spirit  of  Christmas  is  the  spirit  of  love. 


From 
Youth    Faith  and   You 

"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  .  .  .  and 
thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 

"Can  a  man  love  God  whom  he  hath  not 
seen  if  he  love  not  his  brother  whom  he  has 
seen?" 

The  Spirit  of  Christmas  is  the  spirit  of  for- 
giveness. 

"I  the  Lord  will  forgive  whom  I  will  forgive, 
but  of  you  it  is  required  to  forgive  all  men." 
"Forgive  us  our  debts   as  we   forgive  our 
debtors." 

The  Spirit  of  Christmas  is  the  spirit  of 
sacrifice. 

"He  that  taketh  not  his  cross,  and  followeth 

after  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me." 

The  spirit  of  Christmas  is  the  spirit  of  unity. 

"He  that  receiveth  a  prophet  in  the  name  of 

a  prophet  shall  receive  a  prophet's  reward  .  .  . 

He  that  receiveth  you,  receiveth  me." 

The  spirit  of  Christmas  is  the  spirit  of 
brotherhood. 

"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me." 

The  Spirit  of  Christmas  is  the  spirit  of 
obedience  to  God. 

"If  you  love  me  keep  my  commandments." 
The    spirit   of    Christmas    is    the    spirit    of 
Gethsemane. 

"Oh,  my  father,  if  this  cup  may  not  pass 
away  from  me  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be 
done." 

"Nevertheless,  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt." 
With  this  in  mind,  can  we  limit  our  obser- 
vance  of  Christmas  to   tinsel  and  Christmas 
cards?  Can  we  limit  our  observance  to  much 
eating  and  a  spirit  of  revelry? 

We  miss  the  significance  of  Christmas  if  we 
fail  to  catch  the  true  Spirit  of  Christ  on  that 
day.  Christmas,  by  all  means,  should  be  a  day 
of  worship. 

Let  us  therefore  start  the  day  with  a  family 
prayer.  Surely  Christmas  is  a  family  day.  Our 
prayer  on  Christmas  morning  should  be  for 
all  the  family.  If  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
praying  as  a  family,  this  day  will  be  a  good  one 
on  which  to  begin. 

And  then  in  the  spirit  of  that  prayer,  let  us 
enjoy  Christmas — with  its  gifts,  and  trees,  and 
tinsel,  and  all  the  rest — but  do  so  in  a  spirit  of 
gratitude. 
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GODS  GIFT  TO  A  WAITING  WORLD 


by  Sister  Marlene  L.  Newby 


The  month  of  December  is  of  double  im- 
portance to  the  members  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Not  only 
do  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
only  Begotten  of  the  Father,  but  we  pay  tribute 
to  Joseph  Smith  who  was  an  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  our  Heavenly  Father  to  restore  His 
Church  to  the  earth. 

On  December  23,  1805,  at  Sharon  farm  near 
Royalton,  Vermont,  a  new  son  was  born  to 
Joseph  and  Lucy  Mack  Smith.  I  am  sure  this 
baby,  whom  they  named  Joseph  after  his 
father,  was  considered  the  most  precious 
Christmas  present  received  that  year.  As  we 
all  know  he  proved  to  be  more  than  a  Christ- 
mas gift  to  the  Smith  family — he  proved  to 
be  God's  gift  to  a  waiting  world. 

Joseph  was  an  average  boy  with  a  normal 
home  life.  His  parents  had  to  work  very  hard 
to  support  their  family,  but  their  home  was 
comfortably  furnished  and  they  were  able  to 
provide  the  necessities  of  life.  At  one  time, 
when  he  was  still  very  young,  his  parents  found 
it  difficult  to  provide  for  their  family.  They 
seemed  to  have  many  misfortunes,  including 
illness  and  crop  failures,  which  forced  them  to 
move  into  the  state  of  New  York. 

They  arrived  in  Palmyra,  New  York,  during 
the  summer  of  1816  with  just  a  few  pennies,  a 
team  and  a  wagon  containing  their  belongings. 
Immediately  the  older  members  of  the  family 
went  about  finding  work  to  help  their  parents 
get  another  start  in  providing  a  home,  food, 
and  clothing.  In  two  years  time  through  their 
united  efforts,  they  were  eventually  able  to 
purchase  an  unimproved  piece  of  land  two 
miles  south  of  Palmyra.  On  this  plot  of  ground 
they  erected  a  small  one-story  log  house  which 
soon  became  a  home  of  unity,  love  and  devo- 
tion. 

In  the  spring  of  1820  there  was  a  religious 
revival  among  the  churches  in  the  village  of 
Palmyra.  The  Smith  Family  became  divided 
on  this  matter.  Joseph  became  very  interested 
and  attended  many  meetings  of  the  various 
churches  seeking  for  the  truth.  In  the  midst  of 
this  turmoil  he  asked  himself  what  was  to  be 
done?  Who  of  all  these  parties  was  right;  or, 
were  they  all  wrong?  If  any  of  them  be  right, 
which  is  it,  and  how  shall  he  know  it?  Whilst 
under  this  strain  he  read  the  passage  in  James 


Marlene  L.  Newby 

1:5.  Upon  reading  those  words  the  feeling 
came  to  him  very  strongly  that  he  should  either 
remain  in  darkness  or  he  should  ask  God. 

We  all  know  he  decided  to  ask  God.  We 
also  are  familiar  with  the  story  of  how  he 
knelt  in  a  grove  of  trees  behind  his  home  on  a 
beautiful  May  morning  in  1820  inquiring  of 
the  Lord  which  church  he  should  join.  The 
answer  being  to  join  none  of  them  but  to  re- 
main faithful,  and  in  a  short  time  he  would  be 
used  as  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord 
to  establish  His  Church  once  again  upon  the 
earth. 

Another  important  and  outstanding  spiritual 
incident  happened  to  this  chosen  young  man 
when,  three  years  later,  the  Angel  Morini  ap- 
peared telling  him  about  the  gold  plates  hid- 
den in  the  Hill  Cumorah  and  how  he  was  to 
translate  these  records  with  the  help  of  the 
Lord  at  a  future  time. 

From  the  time  Joseph  Smith  had  his  first 
vision  and  up  until  his  fateful  martyrdom,  he 
was  persecuted.  This  persecution  was  created 
by  wicked  men,  often  in  mobs,  ridiculing  him, 
attempting  to  get  the  gold  plates  and  trying  to 
disprove  he  had  seen  God  and  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ.  Indeed  Joseph  Smith  was  an  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  Lord.  Under  Divine 
guidance  he  restored  and  organized  the  Church 

(Continued  on  page  188) 
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A  STALWART 

MEMBER  OF  THE 

SOITH  AFRICAN 

MISSION 

I  humbly  pray  that  this  brief  autobiography 
will  help  to  impress  the  reader  with  the  miracu- 
lous way  the  Lord  helps  the  seeking  soul  to 
find  the  key  with  which  to  unlock  the  treasures 
of  heavenly  knowledge — knowledge  of  God 
and  things  eternal. 

I  rejoice  in  the  revealed  word  that  man  was 
in  the  beginning  with  God.  My  faith  means 
an  unfailing  guide  through  the  present  span  of 
existence  and  gives  earth  life  a  definite  pur- 
pose. 

I  came  to  the  home  of  my  parents,  Francis 
James  Greeg  and  Maria  Cornelia  Greeg  (Lin- 
genf elder)  on  the  28th  November,  1888  at  Vil- 
liersdorp.  My  sweet  mother  was  called  to  her 
Eternal  Home  when  I  was  2\  years.  My  baby 
sister,  Alice,  died  six  months  before  my  mother. 
On  her  death  bed,  this  saintly  mother  en- 
trusted me  to  the  care  of  our  Heavenly 
Father;  and  I  am  sure  that  through  the  faith 
of  my  angel  mother,  I  have  felt  the  urge  to 
seek  for  the  true  church. 

My  father  followed  them  when  I  was  16 
years.  At  the  funeral  I  remarked  to  the  minis- 
ter, that  if  the  Lord  had  taken  me  too  the 
whole  family  would  have  been  together,  to 
which  he  replied:  "The  Lord  has  yet  some  im- 
portant work  for  you."  Those  were  prophetic 
words. 

I  finished  my  teachers'  course  at  the  De 
Villiers  Graaff  Institute,  Villiersdorp,  when  I 
was  19  years  and  obtained  a  position  as  teacher 
at  a  school  in  Beaufort  West,  where  I  taught 
until  my  marriage  to  Abraham  Fourie  2\  years 
later. 

In  December,  1916,  we  settled  in  Cape  Town. 
It  must  have  been  sometime  in  1925  when  a 
Mormon  Missionary  handed  me  a  track  which 
I  found  of  great  interest,  but  acting  upon  the 
advise  of  my  minister  who  saw  it  awhile  later 
when  he  visited  me,  I  sent  the  young  mission- 
ary away  when  he  called  two  weeks  later.  He 
just  said,  in  a  most  sincere  manner,  that  he  was 
very  sorry;  and  after  he  had  left  I  felt  sorry 
too,  for  I  knew  then  that  I  had  made  a  grievous 
mistake,  and  made  up  my  mind  that  if  ever 
I  met  a  missionary  from  that  Church  again 
that  I  would  surely  investigate  the  teachings. 


Johanna  M.  Fourie 

Four  years  later,  when  living  in  Woodstock, 
another  missionary  called.  He  started  out  by 
asking  me  if  I  would  be  interested  in  pictures 
from  Utah.  The  first  picture  he  turned  to  was 
that  of  the  temple.  He  said,  with  affectionate 
pride,  "This  is  the  Salt  Lake  Temple."  It  at 
once  made  a  great  impression  upon  me,  and  I 
wanted  to  know  whose  statue  was  on  top 
of  one  of  the  spires.  He  explained  that  it  was 
the  statue  of  the  Angel  Moroni  who  was  the 
last  custodian  of  the  Gold  Plates  containing 
the  history  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  America 
and  from  which  the  Book  of  Mormon  was 
translated.  I  enquired  if  he  had  a  copy  of  that 
book  and  he  promptly  handed  me  the  Book  of 
Mormon  pointing  out  a  few  interesting  pas- 
sages. I  just  couldn't  wait  to  learn  more  about 
the  contents  of  this  remarkable  book,  so  I 
purchased  it  and  bid  the  young  missionary 
good-bye! 

I  never  doubted  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was  the  word  of  God.  A  few  weeks  later  Elder 
Byron  Peterson  and  Elder  Dix  Peek  called. 
From  them  I  received  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
the  question  on  salvation  for  the  dead  which  I 
had  asked  my  minister  25  years  previously.  I 
had  told  the  minister,  when  he  said  I  must  not 
worry  about  questions  of  that  nature,  that  there 
must  be  a  church  that  can  give  an  answer  and 
when  I  find  that  church  I  will  join  the  same. 

Gradually  the  Restored  Gospel  was  revealed 
to  me  by  the  faithful  missionaries  who  visited 
regularly  once  a  week.  I  felt  sure  that  this 
was  the  church  I  was  to  join.  At  our  first  cot- 
tage meeting  held  in  our  home,  August  1,  1930, 
I  bore  my  first  testimony  when  I  rose  to  thank 
the  missionaries  and  to  state  that  from  hence- 
forth I  was  going  to  stand  by  the  side  of  Mor- 
monism,  come  what  may. 

(Continued  on  page  190) 
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MISSIONARIES  RETURN  TO  HONG-KONG 

Excerpts  taken  from  an  article  written  by  President  H.  Grant  Heaton,  in  "The  Deseret  News.' 


Following  the  organization  of  the  Southern 
Far  East  Mission  by  President  Joseph  Fielding 
Smith,  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  in 
August,  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  establish 
for  the  third  time  a  mission  in  Hong  Kong. 
Previous  attempts  were  made  on  April  27, 
1853,  when  three  elders  entered  Hong  Kong  to 
conduct  missionary  work.  This  attempt  was 
not  successful  and  the  missionaries  soon  re- 
turned to  the  United  States.  Again  in  1949 
another  attempt  was  made  in  Hong  Kong 
when  Elder  Matthew  Cowley,  accompanied  by 
President  Hilton  A.  Robertson  and  Henry  W. 
Aki,  with  their  wives,  went  to  the  colony  and 
began  missionary  activity.  This  effort  was 
terminated  when  the  Korean  conflict 
threatened  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  Far 
East. 

Present  conditions  in  Hong  Kong  seem  con- 
ducive to  missionary  work.  This  colony  is  a 
place  of  refuge  for  those  who  cannot  find 
safety  in  the  Communist-dominated  country  of 
their  birth.  Most  of  the  Christian  Missions 
which  have  been  expelled  from  China  are 
trying  to  maintain  an  organization  and  to  do 
this  they  operate  in  Hong  Kong  with  many 
limitations.  The  presence  of  so  many  mis- 
sionaries representing  so  many  different  sects, 
has  created  a  great  deal  of  religious  interest 
among  the  Chinese.  These  factions,  combined 
with  the  natural  tendency  of  people  in  distress 
to  turn  to  a  Divine  source,  make  the  preaching 
of  the  Restored  Gospel  very  vital  and  also 
give  great  opportunities  to  the  missionaries  to 
fill  their  assignment. 

149  Argyle  Street 

At  present,  mission  headquarters  have  been 
established  at  149  Argyle  Street,  in  the  city  of 
Kowloon.  A  two-story  house  has  been  rented 
and  is  being  used  as  mission  office  and  living 
quarters  for  the  14  missionaries  now  assigned 
to  the  Southern  Far  East  Mission. 

A  Sunday  School  has  been  organized  and 
the  lessons  are  verbally  translated  into 
Chinese  by  one  of  the  investigators.  An 
evening  meeting  for  investigators  has  also  been 
organized  with  Elder  Malan  Jackson  and 
Elder  Lavel  Bradshaw  in  charge.  Friends  and 
contacts  of  the  missionaries  have  been  invited 
to  these  meetings. 

In  the  first  week  of  September,  English 
classes  were  organized  using  stories  from  the 


Bible,  Book  of  Mormon  and  history  of  the 
Church.  More  than  twenty  students  are  en- 
rolled in  the  classes. 

The  first  and  most  difficult  assignment  given 
to  the  missionaries  was  to  learn  the  complex 
Chinese  language.  Assignments  were  given  to 
six  of  the  first  missionaries  to  learn  Cantonese, 
the  local  dialect  of  Hong  Kong,  and  two  to 
learn  the  Mandrine  dialect.  This  dialect  is 
spoken  by  the  large  majority  of  the  people  of 
China.  Young  Chinese  men  were  engaged  to 
instruct  the  Elders  in  the  language — one 
teacher  for  each  two  missionaries.  Tape  re- 
corders are  being  uitilized  to  help  the  Elders 
become  familiar  with  the  strange  tonal  sounds 
and  difficult  pronunciations.  Ten  hours  each 
day  are  being  devoted  to  language  study. 

House  to  House 

The  missionaries  were  assigned  to  do  house 
to  house  trading  two  days  of  each  week.  The 
assignment  is  aimed  at  contacting  the  English- 
speaking  population,  among  Europeans, 
Chinese  and  Indians  in  Hong  Kong.  A  great 
deal  of  success  is  resulting  with  many  cottage 
meetings  being  arranged. 

A  search  for  suitable  property  for  a  mission 
home  and  chapel  is  under  way.  Funds  for  the 
purchase  of  such  a  place  have  been  approved 
by  the  First  Presidency,  and  several  places  are 
now  under  consideration.  Upon  completion  of 
this  project,  the  first  Latter-day  Saint  building 
in  China  will  be  erected. 

The  job  of  translation  is  beginning  now  in 
Hong  Kong.  More  than  100  well  educated 
men  have  been  interviewed  to  serve  as  trans- 
lators in  the  mission.  At  present  there  is  not 
one  tract  or  book  of  the  Church  translated  into 
the  Chinese  language.  Even  the  Bible  is  poorly 
translated  and  must  be  used  with  a  great  deal 
of  explanation. 

Members  of  the  Church  who  were  baptized 
in  1950  have  been  located  and  brought  back 
into  the  circle  of  Church  membership.  Several 
of  the  investigators  known  to  the  missionaries 
in  1950  have  been  contacted  again  and  are 
continuing  their  study  of  the  Gospel. 

The  mission  is  well  staffed  in  Hong  Kong, 
and  the  missionaries  have  a  deep  conviction  of 
the  truth  of  their  message  and  the  importance 
of  their  work. 
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MY  QUESTIONS  ANSWERED 


By  Sister  Muriel  L.  Willson 


When  I  was  quite  young,  there  was  some- 
thing about  the  Bible  that  worried  me.  I 
couldn't  understand  why  we  only  knew  what 
was  going  on  in  the  Middle  East  area.  I  felt 
sure  there  must  have  been  people  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere  at  that  time.  If  Jesus 
Christ  appeared  to  the  Apostles  and  the 
disciples  in  Jerusalem  after  His  ressurrection, 
what  was  to  prevent  Him  from  visiting  His 
followers  in  other  lands?  And  if  so,  why 
didn't  we  know  about  them  as  well?  I  was 
told  there  were  no  records  available,  and  that 
it  was  best  not  to  worry  about  these  things. 
As  time  went  on  that  is  just  what  happened.  I 
let  it  drop. 

About  a  year  ago  two  of  the  Elders  called 
at  our  house.  We  were  new  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  there  had  been  quite  a  few  salesmen 
calling  around  selling  everything  from  vacuum 
cleaners  and  door  stoppers  to  books.  When 
I  opened  the  door  and  saw  they  had  a  bag,  I 
naturally  thought  they  had  come  to  sell  me 
something.  I  was  very  surprised  to  hear  they 
were  missionaries,  and  I  thought  it  strange 
that  I  had  never  heard  of  their  religion  be- 
fore. They  informed  me  that  they  had  a  mes- 
sage for  us,  and  that  they  would  like  to  come 
back  some  evening  when  my  husband  was 
home. 

Although  the  first  cottage  meeting  left  no 
impression  on  my  mind,  I  felt  impelled  and 
curious  to  find  out  what  their  message  was 
and  why  it  was  so  important. 

One  evening  Elder  Sessions  produced  a  copy 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  I  decided  I  would 
read  it  through.  It  seemed  a  struggle  for  me 
at  the  time,  but  I  am  glad  now  because  it 
convinced  me  of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  and 
it  proved  to  me  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  true 
Prophet  of  God.  It  also  answered  my  old 
query  of  Jesus  appearing  to  other  people  in 
the  Western  Hemisphere. 

The  Elders  explained  that  the  Church  I 
belonged  to  considered  the  Bible  as  containing 
all  necessary  scripture  for  the  salvation  of 
mankind  and  that  no  more  was  to  be  revealed. 
This  was  something  which  I  have  never 
before  realized. 

I  shall  always  be  grateful  to  all  the  Elders 
who  have  come  to  us,  for  they  brought  much 
happiness  and  peace  into  our  home.  We  know 
now  the  purpose  of  living  and  the  goal  for 
which  we  are  striving. 


Muriel  L.  Willson 

It  was  a  beautiful  morning  on  the  14th  of 
August  when  we  were  baptised.  It  proved  to 
be  the  happiest  day  of  my  life. 

We  all  enjoy  going  to  Sunday  School  and 
Sacrament  Meeting.  The  Mormons  are  all  such 
happy  people  and  so  genuinely  friendly.  We 
felt  we  "Belonged"  from  the  first  meeting. 


GOD'S  GIFT  TO  A  WAITING  WORLD 

(Continued  from  Page  185) 

of  Jesus  Christ  on  April  6,  1830.  He  continued 
to  receive  revelations  pertaining  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  Kingdom  upon  the  earth.  It  is 
estimated  that  during  his  lifetime  he  acquired 
about  30,000  followers. 

Joseph  Smith  was  a  humble,  sincere  man, 
realizing  that  he  could  do  nothing  and  that  he 
was  nothing  without  the  help  of  the  Lord. 
Before  he  was  murdered  in  the  Carthage  Jail, 
June  27,  1844,  he  said  to  his  brethren: 

"There  is  not  one  key  or  power  to  be  be- 
stowed on  this  Church,  to  lead  the  people  into 
the  Celestial  gate,  but  I  have  given  you,  shown 
you  and  talked  it  over  with  you;  the  kingdom 
is  set  up,  and  you  have  the  perfect  pattern,  and 
you  can  build  up  the  kingdom  and  go  in  at  the 
celesial  gate,  taking  your  train  with  you." 

And  so  we  say  on  this,  the  150th  anniversary 
of  his  birth: 

"Praise  to  the  man  who  communed  with 
Jehovah, 

Honoured  and  blessed  be  his  ever  great 
name." 
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HOW  OUR  CHRISTMAS  CAROLS  BEGAN 


By  Alexander  Schreiner 


There  can  be  no  happier  singing  than  that 
of  Christmas  carols.  In  them  we  sing  of  love 
and  joy,  and  of  our  belief  in  the  essential 
goodness  of  life.  We  join  heart  to  heart  in 
voicing  "Glory  to  the  New-born  King,"  "As 
Shepherds  Watched  Their  Flocks  by  Night," 
and  "Peace  on  Earth,  Good  Will  to  Men." 

Most  of  us  can  remember  many  happy  yule- 
tide  occasions  when  we  went,  as  Martin  Luther 
said,  "from  house  to  house  and  from  village 
to  village,  singing  carols  in  four-part  har- 
mony." All  of  us  have  sung  them  around 
the  family  fireside,  bringing  hearts  and  souls 
together.  We  have  watched  our  children  at 
home  and  in  Sunday  School  singing  "Away  in 
a  Manger,  No  Crib  for  His  Bed"  with  arms 
folded,  like  miniature  Madonnas,  rocking  the 
little  Lord  Jesus  to  sleep. 

Remind  Us  of  Promise 

The  carols  not  only  express  love  and  joy, 
but  they  also  have  important  spiritual  signi- 
ficance. They  remind  us  of  the  promise  of 
Christmas.  Regardless  of  our  troubles,  far 
or  near,  we  sing  our  living  testimonies  of 
trusting  faith  in  that  day  when  this  same 
Jesus  will  reign  as  the  prince  of  peace,  and 
Lord  of  Lords. 

Carol  singing  has  not  always  existea  in 
America.  The  Puritans  in  1652  passed  a  law 
forbidding  the  observance  of  Christmas.  It 
was  150  years  later,  in  the  early  19th  cen- 
tury, that  German  settlers  in  the  Middle  West 
imported  the  traditional  Christmas  tree  (Tan- 
nenbaum)  of  the  old  country,  and  Christmas 
came  to  be  the  nation-wide  American  festival 
which  it  now  is. 

Perhaps  the  dearest  to  our  hearts  is  the  carol, 
"Silent  Night,"  written  more  than  a  century 
ago  in  1818  in  Arnsdorf,  a  small  Tirolian 
village.  The  people  were  preparing  for  the 
Christmas  festival.  The  pastor,  Joseph  Mohr, 
wrote  some  verses  for  which  the  choir  direc- 
tor, Franz  Gruber,  wrote  the  melody.  On 
Christmas  Eve  this  song  was  first  sung  by 
the  Strasser  Sisters,  a  Tirolese  singing  group. 
The  people  loved  "Silent  Night"  immediately. 
By  the  next  Christmas,  the  new  song  was 
sung  in  all  the  neighbouring  villages;  and  now 
it  is  heard  all  around  the  world. 

"Hark!  The  Herald  Angels  Sing"  are  words 
written  by  Charles  Wesley,  who  was  the  author 
of  more  than  six  thousand  hymns.  These 
words  had  been  sung  to  many  different  tunes. 


but  they  did  not  attain  universal  popularity 
until  the  kindly  Mendelssohn's  melody  came 
along.  Curiously  enough,  Mendelssohn  had 
composed  the  music  not  for  these  Christmas 
words,  but  for  part  of  a  cantata  entitled  "God 
is  Light,"  which  was  sung  at  a  Leipzig  fair 
commemorating  the  invention  of  printing. 

A  New   Song  Promised 

"O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem"  was  written 
in  America,  the  words  by  Phillips  Brooks, 
the  famous  Boston  preacher,  and  the  melody 
by  Lewis  H.  Redner,  organist  and  Sunday 
School  superintendent  in  Philadelphia.  Red- 
ner had  promised  his  pupils  a  new  song  in 
time  for  Christmas  Sunday.  By  Saturday 
evening  he  had  failed  to  compose  a  melody 
that  pleased  him.  During  the  night,  he  awoke 
suddenly  when  a  melody  was  running  through 
his  mind.  He  quickly  jotted  down  the  notes 
and  then  went  back  to  sleep.  The  next  morn- 
ing he  taught  the  new  hymn  to  the  delighted 
children. 

When  George  Frederick  Handel  finished 
writing  his  great  oratorio,  "The  Messiah,"  he 
felt  so  inspired  that  he  imagined  that  the 
glories  of  the  heavens  had  been  opened  up 
to  him.  It  is  his  melody  that  we  sing  to 
"Joy  to  the  World." 

Our  own  Latter-day  Saint  poets  and  com- 
posers have  also  written  hymns  in  honour 
of  Christmas  time.  John  Menzies  Macfar- 
lane  wrote  both  words  and  music  to  "Far, 
Far  Away  on  Judea's  Plains."  His  father 
was  at  one  time  coachman  to  the  Queen  of 
England.  John  Macfarlane  immigrated  to 
America  and  settled  in  Cedar  City,  Utah. 
Here  he  organized  a  choir,  and  when  St. 
George  was  settled  he  took  his  choir  there 
and  gave  a  concert  to  cheer  up  the  people. 
After  the  concert  Erastus  Snow  said  to  him: 
"We  need  a  choir  in  St.  George.  You  go 
home,  sell  out,  and  come  down  here  to  live." 
We  remember  him  gratefully  for  his  music. 

Ebenezer  Beesley  is  one  of  the  most  notable 
among  the  Pioneer  composers  of  Latter-day 
Saints  hymns.  In  1880  he  was  appointed 
director  of  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  choir. 
He  wrote  beautiful  music  to  the  classic  text 
of  Longfellow:  "When  Christ  Was  Born  in 
Bethlehem."  The  music  is  difficult  for  con- 
gregational singing  and  is  more  fitting  for 
practised  choir  singers  who  can  prepare  it 
with  special  care. 

(Continued  on  page  191) 
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ELDERS  QUORUM  NEWS 

HONOURING 

THE  RRIESTH00D 

by  Edward  S.  Tewson 

In  these  days  when  the  newspapers  are  full 
of  juvenile  delinquency,  and  the  welfare 
workers  stress  the  fact  that  parents  are  often 
to  blame  ;  perhaps  it  will  be  timely  to  remind 
both  parents  and  children  that  to  h^M  the 
Priesthood  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  o< 
Latter-day  Saints  is  comparable  to  being  a 
knight  in  the  service  of  the  king. 

Let  us  briefly  examine  the  reasons  why  1 
make  such  a  bold  statement. 

The  Knights  of  King  Arthur  were  renowned 
for  their  chivalry,  courage  in  battle,  honour, 
fearlessness  in  holding  aloft  the  banner  of  their 
King;  their  comradeship  on  a  crusade  and  their 
ability  and  willingness  to  wield  a  shining 
sword  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  despite 
the  fact  that  they  were  vastly  outnumbered. 

Let  us  compare  the  above  with  a  holder  of 
the  Priesthood  in  our  Church  today: 

1 .  He  is  expected  to  show  chivalry  with  its 
moral,  religious,  and  social  code  as  a 
part  of  his  normal  life. 

2.  He  is  to  be  courageous  in  the  very 
battle  against  evil  as  was  demonstrated 
by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  throughout 
his  life. 

3.  His  honour  is  shown  in  the  manner  he 
upholds  his  Priesthood. 

4.  His  fearlessness  in  holding  aloft  the 
banner  of  the  "King  of  Kings"  despite 
persecution,  is  renowned  throughout  the 
world. 

5.  His  comradeship  on  a  mission,  often  in 
a  foreign  land,  is  shown  by  the  number 
of  friends  he  has. 

6.  His  keenness  and  ability  to  wield  the 
shining  sword  of  truth  and  right  against 
forces  of  evil  arrayed  against  him  has 
been  favourably  commented  upon  by 
religious  and  political  leaders  through- 
out the  world.  , 

Let  us  remember  then  that  we  can  appear  to 
our  children  as  shining  examples  of  Knight- 
hood, and  the  hope  that  they  will  not 
grow  up  as  a  delinquent  should  make  us  re- 
joice and  DOUBLE  our  efforts  to  become 
"KNIGHTS  OF  THE  PRIESTHOOD." 


STALWART  MEMBER 

(Continued  from  page  186) 

I  resigned  from  my  positions  in  the  Women's 
Auxiliaries  and  in  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Children's  Auxiliary  of  my  former  church 
and  began  to  attend  the  meetings  at 
"Cumorah."  I  knew  that  this  was  the  Church, 
and  this  meant  war  with  the  adversary.  He  had 
many  allies  both  within  and  without,  but  be- 
cause the  Lord  was  on  my  side,  the  final  victory 
was  gained  in  four  years  when  I  was  baptised 
on  the  25th  March,  1934.  The  blessings  then 
lollowed  in  rich  abundance.  Everyone  of  our 
seven  children  was  baptised  except  one  son.  We 
all  became  active  in  the  Church.  During  Presi- 
dent Folland's  time,  my  husband  became  a 
true  friend  of  the  Church  and  attended  sacra- 
ment service  regularly.  President  Wright  was 
further  instrumental  in  helping  Mr.  Fourie  to 
be  baptised  on  the  23rd  September,  1951. 

Then  dawned  the  most  glorious  year  in  our 
lives;  for  on  the  29th  February,  1952,  we  left 
on  a  trip  to  the  United  States  and  Europe.  We 
arrived  in  Utah  in  time  for  the  April  General 
Conference  and  for  the  Primary  Conference. 
Words  fail  to  express  what  this  all  meant  to 
me.    God's  goodness  was  overwhelming. 

The  most  glorious  event  of  our  six  month 
stay  in  Utah  was  when  we  were  married  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple  on  the  25th  August,  1952, 
for  time  and  eternity.  Our  daughter,  Felecia, 
was  sealed  to  us  two  days  later. 

As  I  reflect  upon  the  past  years  since  I  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Church,  blessings  upon 
blessings  have  been  mine.  It  was  my  privilege, 
even  before  I  was  baptised,  to  be  called  by 
President  Dalton  to  start  primary  work  in  this 
mission  on  the  18th  August,  1932.  For  17 
years  I  carried  on  this  interesting  and  delight- 
ful activity  until  we  moved  to  Hermaus  at  the 
beginning  of  1949. 

In  March,  1934,  I  was  set  apart  as  Mission 
Primary  Supervisor,  a  cherished  position  I  am 
still  privileged  to  hold.  I  also  greatly  enjoyed 
the  Relief  Society  work  where  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  much  about  the  gospel  while 
teaching  the  theology  lessons  for  12  years. 

Though  at  present  I  am  a  cripple  caused 
from  a  fall  I  had  in  February  this  year,  I  have 
no  fear  for  the  future,  for  the  gospel  is  the 
source  of  my  faith  and  contentment. 

With  the  festive  season  approaching,  I  pray 
that  we  shall  once  again  be  privileged  to  listen 
to  the  angels'  chorus,  "Peace  on  earth,  good- 
will to  men."  May  this  peace  fill  our  hearts 
this  Christmastide,  and  make  us  radiantly 
happy  and  courageous  to  meet  the  New  Year. 
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STATISTICS 

BLESSINGS 

VAN    NIEKERK,    Ivan    Theodore     (Springs  j  — 

Henri  D.  Hugo,  December  5,  1954. 
HAMILTON,   Moira   Jean    (Pretoria)— Lor  in   C 

Godfrey,  October  4,   1955. 
VAN     HEERDEN,     Pieter     Schalk     (Springs)— 

Gerald  L.  Henderson,  October  2,  1955. 
JOHNSON,   Alex   Jacobus   Frederic    (Springs)  — 

Izak  C.  Louw,  November  21,  1955. 
JOHNSON,  Christian  Mauritz  (Springs) — Henri 

D.   C.   Hugo,   October  2,    1955. 
FANOE,    Francois    Jacques    (Springs)  —  Farrell 

Monson,  October  2,  1955. 
MOODIE,   Veronica   Marilyn    (Raman)  —Royal 

Duane  Jensen,  October  2,   1955. 
PARKIN,    Coleen    (Welkom )  —  Dee    C.    Wilcox, 

November  6,   1955. 
PARKIN,  Dianne  (Welkom;— Richard  R.  Olson, 

November  6,  1955. 
SMIT,  Martha  Hermina  Francina    (Pretoria)— 

Franklin  A.  Badger,  November  6,  1955. 
SMIT,  Johannes  Daw  id  Prins  (Pretoria)— Orville 

C.  Grigor,  November  6,  1955. 

BAPTISMS   AND   CONFIRMATIONS 

SMIT,  Martha,  Hermina  Francina  Nieman  (Pre- 
toria)—b.  Franklin  A.  Badger  and  c.  Farrell' 
J.  Thacker,   October  23,   1955. 

SMIT,  Johannes  Hendrick  Louis  (Pretoria)— b. 
Franklin  A.  Badger  and  c.  Farrell  J.  Thacker, 
October  23,   1955. 

COETZEE,  Susanna  Maria  Magdelena  Sacks 
(Krugersdorp)— b.  Farrell  J.  Thacker  and  c. 
Farrell  J.  Thacker,  October  23,  1955. 

COETZEE,  Adam  Jacobus  (Krugersdorp)— b. 
Farrell  J.  Thacker  and  c.  Farrell  J.  Thacker, 
October  23,   1955. 

JUBBER,  Cora  Ann  (Springs)— b.  Reaford  E. 
Futter  and  c.  Reaford  E.  Futter,  October  23, 
1955. 

VAN  COLLER,  Jacoba  Maria  Barendina  (Dur- 
ban)— b.  Jerald  R.  Johansen  and  c.  Royal  L. 
Christensen,  October  30,  1955. 

VAN  COLLER,  Charles  Ivor  Rex  (Durban)— b. 
Royal  L.  Christensen  and  c.  Jerald  R.  Johan- 
sen, October  30,   1955. 

PELSER,  Shirley  (Durban)— b.  Royal  L.  Chris- 
tensen and  c.  Jerald  R.  Johansen,  October  30, 
1955. 

PELSER,  Hendrik  Jacobus  Martienus  (Durban) 
— b.  Jerald  R.  Johansen  and  c.  Royal  L. 
Christensen,   October  30,   1955. 

WIBLIN,  Alida  Beverley  (Durban)  —  b.  Le 
Grande  A.  R.  Doller  and  c.  Gary  E.  Elliott, 
October  30,    1955. 

BOOYENS,  Anne  Shaw  (Ramah)—  b.  Rulon  R. 
Fairbanks  and  c.  Rulon  R.  Fairbanks,  October 
23,   1955. 

NORBURY,  Clarence  (Ramah)—  b.  Orville  C. 
Grigor  and  c.  Wallace  M.  Saling.  October  23, 
1955. 

NORBURY,  Lily  Magdaline  Hendrina  Lance 
(Ramah)— b.  Orville  C.  Grigor  and  c.  Wallace 
M.  Saling,  October  23,  1955. 

NORBURY,  Jeanette  Muriel  (Ramah)— b.  Wal- 
lace M.  Saling  and  c.  Orville  C.  Grigor,  Octo- 
ber 23,   1955. 

NORBURY,  Wendy  (Ramah)  —  b.  Wallace  M. 
Saling  and  c.  Orville  C.  Grigor,  October  23. 
1955. 


FABER,  Magrieta  Gertruida  Grobler  (Pretoria) 

— b.  Donald  G.  Spencer  and  c.  Henry  S.  Todd, 

October  23,   1955. 
FABER,  Petrus  Coenraad   (Pretoria)— b.  Henry 

S.  Todd  and  c.  Donald  G.  Spencer,  October 

23,    1955. 

MARRIAGES 
JUBBER,  Thomas  Richard  Robinson   (Springs; 

— married  Muriel  Elaine   Grav  van  Heerden, 

July  2,   1955. 
DEGENAAR,  Jan  Hendrik  Holmes  (Pretoria)— 

married  Catrina   Susara  Brummer,   June   25, 

1955. 
BOSSE,    Charles    Gabriel     (Durban  >  —  married 

Maud  Margaret  Saunders,  September  24,  1955. 

DEATHS 
BANFIELD,  Annie  Katherine  Wilson  (Mowbray) 
— died  November  6,  1955. 

ORDINATIONS 

BELDON,  William  Charles  Belt  (Bloemfonteint 
— Teacher — bv  H.  George  Frederickson,  Octo- 
ber 14,  1955. 

ARMSTRONG,  Kenneth  Stuart  (Springs)  — 
Priest— by  Elmer  E.  Wilford,  October  23,  1955. 

HARVEY,  William  Norman  Charles  (Pretoria) 
—Teacher— by  Henry  S.  Todd,  October  16, 
1955. 

FRANCE-BROTHERTON,  Joseph  Henry  (Pre- 
toria)— Priest — by  Farrell  J.  Thacker,  October 
16,  1955. 

CAMPBELL,  Hugh  Dudley  (Welkom)— Priest— 
by  Dee  C.  Wilcox,  October  25,   1955. 

SWANEPOEL,  Andries  Johannes  (Ramah)  — 
Deacon — by  Christian  Hendrik  Louw,  Novem- 
ber 6,  1955. 

KROESEN,  Colin  Rutherford  (Ramah) — Deacon 
—by  Wilfred  S.  Wrench,  October  30,   1955. 

MUIR,  Clarence  Wendell  (Ramah)— Elder— by 
Norman  G.  Muir,  October  16,   1955. 


HOW  OUR  CHRISTMAS  CAROLS  BEGAN 

(Continued  from  page  189) 

One  of  the  most  charming  Christmas  cradle 
songs  for  children  was  written  by  Joseph 
Ballantyne,  for  many  years  director  of  the 
Ogden   Tabernacle  choir. 

"Oh  hush  thee,  my  baby, 

A  story  I'll  tell, 
How  little  Lord  Jesus 

On  Earth  came  to  dwell.  .  ." 
In   carol   singing   we  .lift   our   voices   high, 
expressing    our    confidence    in    that    glorious 
time  to  come  when  Christ  shall  reign  in  peace 
forever  and  ever. 

"The  heavenly  star  its  rays  afar 
On  every  land  is  throwing, 
And  shall  not  cease  till  holy  peace 
In  all  the  earth,  is  growing. 
Hosanna  ,hosanna,  hosanna  to  his 
name." 
Carol  singing  today  is  part  of  the  bright- 
ness of  the  millennial  dawn. 
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TRANSFERS 


Name 

From 

To 

Elder  Orville  C.  Grigor 

East  Rand 

Pretoria 

Elder  Ellis  R.  Peterson 

West  Rand 

Natal 

Elder  Farrell  J.  Thacker 

Pretoria 

Salisbury 

Elder  Reed  C.  Snow 

Salisbury 

Cape 

Elder  Jerry  S.  Young 

Cape 

West  Rand 

Elder  Leslie  R.  Smith 

West  Rand 

Welkom 

Elder  Richard  R.  Olson 

Welkom 

West  Rand 

Sister  Janice  M.  Fox 

Cape 

Natal 

Sister  Annette  Paris 

Cape 

Natal 

Date 

October  31.   1955. 
November  1.   1955. 
November   I.   1955. 
November  3,   1955. 
November  6,   1955. 
November   14,   1955. 
November   14,   1955. 
November  24,   1955. 
November  24,   1955. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Sister  Phyllis  M.  Johnson  was  appointed 
Mission  Recorder  and  Supervisor  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  M.l.A.  organization  on 
October  27,   1955. 

Elder  Therald  P.  Quayle  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder  of  the  Pretoria  District  on 
October  31,  1955. 

Elder  Farrell  J.  Thacker  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder  of  the  Salisbury  District  on 
November  3,   1955. 


ARRIVALS 


DEPARTURES 


Elders  Nunham  G.  Stanford  and  Grant  D. 
Beazer  and  Sisters  Blanche  Moore  and  Carina 
A.  Paxman  arrived  aboard  the  "Winchester 
Castle"  on  November  24,  1955.  Elder  Stan- 
ford comes  from  Rosemary,  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  he  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the 
Transvaal.  Elder  Beazer  comes  from  Cardston, 
Alberta,  Canada,  and  he  has  also  been  assigned 
to  labour  in  the  Transvaal.  Sister  Paxman 
comes  from  Raymond,  Alberta,  Canada,  and 
she  has  been  assigned  to  labour  with  Sister 
Larsen  in  the  Cape  District.  Sister  Moore 
comes  from  Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada,  and 
she  has  been  assigned-  to  labour  in  the  Cape 
District  with   Sister  Talbot. 


ELDER  GARY  ELLIOTT 


ELDER  RONALD  RAGSDALE 


ELDER  GALEN  JENSEN 


Elder  Gary  E.  Elliot  of  Farmington,  Utah, 
was  honourably  released  on  November  11, 
1955.  He  served  in  the  Cape,  Port  Elizabeth, 
East  London,  and  Natal  Districts. 

Elder  Ronald  O.  Ragsdale  of  Boise,  Idaho, 
was  honourably  released  on  November  11, 
1955.  He  served  in  Natal,  Bloemfontein,  and 
West  Rand  Districts. 


Elder  Galen  E.  Jensen  of  Richfield,  Utah, 
was  honourably  released  on  November  11, 
1955.  He  served  in  East  Rand  and  Natal 
Districts.  While  Elder  Jensen  was  in  Pieter- 
maritzburg,  he  contracted  Polio;  and  although 
he  has  made  a  remarkable  recovery  was  un- 
able to  finish  his  two  year  mission  due  to 
his  health. 
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EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Alfred   J.   Corrigan, 

10  Bamburgh  Road,  Stirling,  East  London. 

Reported  by  Rona  McGill 

Attendance  this  month  has  been  depleted 
by  illness  in  the  branch.  Sister  Rita  van  der 
Merwe  was  rushed  to  the  hospital  for  an  emer- 
gency appendicitis  operation;  however,  we  are 
pleased  that  she  has  fully  recovered  and  is 
back  amongst  us  again.  There  has  been 
illness  among  the  Corrigan  children  and 
chicken-pox  is  at  present  an  unwelcome  guest 
in  the  Human  and  Krull  households. 

On  the  6th  the  Relief  Society  conducted 
the  evening  service.  The  theme  of  the  pro- 
gramme was  "The  Family  Unit  in  the  Plan 
of  Salvation." 

On  Saturday,  the  12th,  the  branch  was  in- 
vited to  a  birthday  party  at  the  Marriott  flat 
and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  report  the 
passing  of  Sister  Steele.  She  was  the  oldest 
member  of  our  branch  and  dearly  loved  by 
us  all.  President  Duncan  spoke  at  the  funeral 
service,  and  his  assurance  of  the  beauty  of 
life  after  death  brought  comfort  to  those 
present. 

On  Monday  evening  the  Priesthood  and  Re- 
lief Society  meetings  were  privileged  in  having 
President  and  Sister  Duncan  and  two  of  the 
lady  missionaries  in  attendance.  Afterwards 
the  M.I. A.  put  on  a  special  musical  pro- 
gramme. Thanks  go  to  Elder  Erickson  whose 
musical  ability  have  enriched  the  Branch.  This 
was  followed  by  refreshments  at  the  Corrigan 
home. 

PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clyde  A.  Miller, 

c/o  Y.M.C.A.,  Pietermaritzburg. 

Reported   by   Joyce   Morrissey 

Our  monthly  social  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Kok.    We  spent  a  most 


enjoyable  evening  playing  games  ,after  which, 
refreshments  were  served  by  the  sisters. 

The  Fast  and  Testimony  meeting  was  most 
inspiring  to  all.  Sacrament  meeting  on  the 
6th  was  under  the  direction  of  the  Priest- 
hood, the  theme  of  the  talks  was  on  the 
Holy  Priesthood. 

We  were  very  thankful  to  have  Elders 
Walker  and  Pickett  as  our  speakers  on  the 
13th  for  Sacrament  service.  The  messages 
they  left  with  us  will  long  be  remembered. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  Elder  Litch- 
field is  still  progressing  most  favourably. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  C.  Larry  Tracy, 

New  Brighton  Hotel,  Southern  Rhodesia. 

Reported  by  Margaret  Isaac 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month  the  even- 
ing service  was  conducted  by  the  Relief 
Society  with  Sister  Jubber  in  charge.  Talks 
were  given  by  Sisters  Isaac,  Frost,  and  Jubber. 
The  Singing  Mothers  presented  two  items, 
"Abide  With  Me"  and  "Oh  My  Father." 
Thanks  go  to  Elder  Stokes,  who  helped  the 
Singing  Mothers  practice. 

On  Saturday,  the  12th,  a  branch  braaivleis 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Frost.  After  the  meal,  Brother  Isaac  gave  a 
film  show  which  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

BENONI  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Gene  B.  Welling, 
131   Ampthill  Avenue,   Benoni. 

Reported  by  Maud  M.  Taggart 

We  are  very  sorry  to  say  cheerio  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Stark  and  family,  who  have  moved 
to  Johannesburg.  We  wish  them  every  happi- 
ness in  their  new  home  and  thank  them  for 
all  their  help  during  their  stay  in  our  branch. 

Our  evening  service  on  the  6th  was  in 
charge  of  the  Relief  Society,  who  put  on  a 
most  inspiring  programme.  On  the  13th  we 
were  pleased  to  welcome  the  District  Presi- 
dency to  the  Sacrament  meeting,  and  Brother 
and  Sister  Kroesen,  who  were  guest  speakers. 

Halloween,  which  we  were  unable  to  cele- 
brate until  the  12th  of  November,  was  a  huge 
success.  The  party,  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Charlton,  was  well  attended 
with  visitors  from  Brakpan,  Germiston  and 
Ramah.  Our  thanks  go  to  the  Elders  and 
Brother  Adendorff  for  the  most  realistic  ghost 
house  and  the  Relief  Society  for  refreshments. 

We  are  pleased  to  know  Sister  Adendorff 
is  out  of  the  hospital,  although  still  receiving 
treatment.  Brother  Brummer  is  still  on  the 
sick  list.  Our  prayers  are  with  those  who  are 
ill. 
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WELKOM  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Dee  C.  Wilcox, 
38  Cilliers  St.,   Dagbreek,   Welkom,  O.F.S. 

Reported  by  Joyce  S.  Murdoch 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  our  member- 
ship has  increased  by  five  this  month  through 
the  baptism  of  Andrew  W.  Robinson,  Herbert 
and  Joyce  Parkin,  and  the  blessings  of  Coleen 
and  Diane  Parkin.  We  welcome  these  new 
members  and  pray  the  Lord  will  bless  and 
guide  them  at  all  times. 

On  November  6th  the  Relief  Society  put 
on  a  very  successful  programme  which  was 
highlighted  by  the  songs  of  the  Relief  Society 
sisters.  The  Relief  Society  is  holding  another 
cake  sale  in  the  near  future  in  aid  of  Relief 
Society  funds. 

A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  by  all 
on  the  4th  November,  which  occasion  was 
that  of  our  monthly  social. 

PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb. 
282  Preller  Street,  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

Reported   by  Sheila  Bibb 

The  branch  was  sorry  to  say  goodbye  to 
Sister  Pat  Harvey,  who  left  for  England  on 
the  10th  of  October.  We  hope  she  will  enjoy 
her  stay  there. 

We  welcome  into  the  branch  Brother  and 
Sister  Faber  and  Brother  and  Sister  Smit, 
who  were  baptised  at  Ramah  during  October. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  held  a  very  suc- 
cessful cake  sale  on  November  18th.  Thanks 
go  to  all  who  helped  so  admirably. 

Sister  Daisy  Kunitz  has  been  on  the  sick 
list  recently,  but  we  are  happy  to  report  she 
is  now  much  better. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence  Doller, 
63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 

Visitors  to  the  bay  this  month  included 
President  and  Sister  Duncan  and  Sisters 
Newby  and  Johnson,  who  came  up  to  attend 
conference.  On  Saturday  evening  a  braaivleis 
was  held  on  the  church  grounds  to  swell  the 
building  fund.  We  had  over  seventy  people 
there,  including  members  and  investigators,  and 
the  sum  of  sixteen  pounds  was  raised.  We  were 
happy  to  have  President  and  Sister  Duncan 
attend  the  braaivleis. 

Conference  was  held  on  Sunday  with  two 
successful  sessions.  At  the  morning  session 
President  Clarence  Doller  and  Sister  June  had 
their  baby  daughter  blessed. 


We  wish  to  thank  all  the  sisters  who  pro- 
vided the  flowers  to  decorate  the  stage.  The 
Priesthood,  Relief  Society,  and  Mutual  were 
privileged  to  have  our  visitors  from  Cape 
Town  attending. 

It  was  with  regret  we  had  to  say  farewell 
to  Brother  and  Sister  Fisher  and  family  who 
left  to   return   to  Durban. 

Brother  Tom  Wilson  paid  us  a  surprise 
visit  from  Cape  Town  and  at  the  moment 
we  have  Brother  Beldon  from  Bloemfontein 
here  on  a  visit. 

RAMAH  BHANCH 

Branch   President:   Wilfred   S.   Wrench, 
31    18th  Street,  Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Noreen  Kroesen 

On  the  28th  October  a  dance  in  aid  of 
Sunday  School  funds  was  held  and  was  both 
a  social  and  a  financial  success.  The  catering 
by  the  Relief  Society  was  of  a  very  high 
quality.  A  talented  band,  who  gave  their 
services  free  of  charge,  was  in  attendance. 
We  extend  our  appreciation  and  thanks  to 
these  young  men. 

On  the  4th  November  we  were  thrilled  and 
chilled  at  a  Halloween  Party  when  a  white- 
robed  skeleton  escorted  us  through  the  "Spook 
Alley."  Congratulations  go  to  Sister  Olive  Wal- 
lace .for  the  very  impressive  decorations. 
There  were  witches,  bats,  and  black  cats 
everywhere.  On  November  6th  the  Relief 
Society  took  charge  of  the  evening  meeting. 
The  theme  was  "The  Place  of  the  Family 
Unit  in  the  Eternal  Plan  of  Salvation."  The 
Relief  Society  Bazaar  was  held  on  the  12th 
November.  The  various  stalls  included  cakes, 
cold  drinks,  clothing,  vegetable,  and  novel- 
ties. Delicious  lunches  were  served.  A  chil- 
dren's fancy  dress  parade  was  held,  some  of 
the  costumes  being  tiny  brides,  a  Japanese 
maiden,  a  gnome,  and  a  bouquet. 

On  the  sick  list  this  month  were  the  two 
children  of  Sister  Julia  van  Rensburg  and 
Gloria  Wallace,  and  Kitty  Smith.  Little 
Cherre  Ninow  was  accidentally  burnt,  and 
Brother  Walter  Perry  was  involved  in  a  motor 
car  accident. 

A  new  candidate  for  the  Relief  Society 
was  born  on  the  day  the  Relief  Society  held 
their  bazaar.  Congratulations,  Yvonne  and 
Ron  Clark,  on  your  new  little  daughter.  Con- 
gratulations also  go  to  Theo  and  Fred 
Matthew  for  the  arrival  of  their  son. 

We  extend  congratulations  to  Sister  Signe 
Smith  and  Jimmy  Thompson  and  to  Sister 
Joy  Smith  and  Al  Botha,  who  announced 
their  engagements   recently. 
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We  welcome  into  the  Church  little  Ann 
Booyens,  who  was  baptised  on  the  25th  of 
October. 

Visitors  to  Ramah  included  Brother  and 
Sister  Darke  of  East  London  and  Brother 
Abbott  from  Durban. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  J.  Melverton  Jakins, 
21  Atherstone  Place,  Woodlands,  Durban. 

Reported   by   Joyce   Wahlburn 

The  Variety  Concert  sponsored  by  the 
M.I. A.  on  the  1st  of  November  was  a  great 
success  in  every  way.  The  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Henning  was  the  scene  of  another 
very  jolly  social  on  the  2nd  of  November. 
It  was  here  that  we  said  goodbye  to  Elders 
Elliott  and  Ragsdale.  Elder  Elliott  was  pre- 
sented with  a  small  gift  as  a  token  of  the 
appreciation  of  the  members  for  the  wonder- 
ful friend  he  was  to  all  during  his  stay  here. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  Brother 
and  Sister  Fisher  and  family  back  to  our 
branch  after  their  sojourn  in  Port  Elizabeth. 
We  are  also  happy  to  have  Brother  Doller, 
who  travelled  with  them,  as  a  visitor  to  our 
branch. 

The  primary  children  and  their  leader, 
Sister  Mary  Wiblin,  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  excellent  programme  which  they  pre- 
sented this  month.  Sister  Wiblin  has  done  a 
marvellous  work  and  a  wonder  with  the 
primary  here  and  the  children  certainly  did 
her  credit  with  their  performance. 

To  be  ill  seems  to  be  fashionable  in  the 
branch  of  late.  Sister  Mostert's  heart  has 
been  troubling  her,  measles  have  come  to  the 
Randall  home,  and  Sister  Winsome  Jakins  has 
had  a  very  bad  dose  of  bronchitis. 

We  had  five  baptisms  this  month.  We  ex- 
tend the  hand  of  fellowship  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Van  Coller  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Pelzer.  Little  Aleda  Wiblin  was  baptised  by 
her  very  proud  brother,  Alton  Dollar. 
The  four  sons  of  Brother  and  Sister  Van  Coller 
were  blessed  later  in  the  month. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  H.  de  C.  Hugo, 
51  Athlone  Avenue,  Springs. 

Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk. 

Returning  from  holiday  full  of  new  energy, 
Brother  Jubber  combined  a  Beetle  Drive  with 
M.I. A.  night.  The  function  was  both  a  social 
and  a  financial  success.  First  prize  went  to 
Sister  Jubber,  and  Sister  Hutton  graciously 
accepted  the  booby  prize. 

The   activities  of  the   Relief  Society  ladies 


are  a  truly  spiritual  symphony  in  kindness  and 
hard  work.  Their  cake  sales  continue  to  be 
remarkably  successful.  These  good  sisters  are 
always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  at  all 
the  functions  in  the  branch. 

It  was  a  very  pleasant  surprise  to  have 
our  beloved  Mission  President  visit  us  so 
soon  again.  President  Duncan  was  one  of 
the  speakers  on  Sunday  night.  Speaking  also 
was  Brother  Gert  Kotze,  who  addressed  the 
congregation  in  Afrikaans  and  expounded  the 
duties  of  officers  and  members  alike  in  a  very 
forceful  manner. 

Judging  by  the  neatness  around  our  chapel 
gardens,  our  Garden  Committee  is  doing  a  fine 
job  of  work  with  the  help  of  the  Lord. 

There  is  a  genial  spirituality  about  our 
members  which  the  outsider  cannot  fail  to 
notice. 

At  this  Christmas  season  we  greet  all  saints 
and  wish  the  Lord's  choicest  blessings  upon 
each  and  every  one. 

MOWBRAY   BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Alwin  Hubert, 
129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

The  month  of  November  began  very  well 
with  entertainment  provided  by  the  M.I.A. 
On  the  1st  of  the  month  the  young  members 
went  on  a  scavenger  hunt  while  the  Special 
Interest  group  held  a  party  at  Sister  Cynthia 
Steen-Nielssen's  home.  It  seemed  like  some 
of  the  articles  on  the  hunt  seemed  unobtain- 
able, but  our  boys  and  girls  knew  the  right 
place  to  find  acorns  in  the  spring,  alley  cats 
and  photographs  of  General  Smuts. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  the  death  of  Sister 
Ann  Banfield.  We  pray  that  the  Lord  may 
comfort  Sister  Lena  Park  and  her  sons  as 
well  as  her  other  relations  at  this  time  of 
mourning. 

The  Relief  Society  was  responsible  for  the 
programme  on  the  first  Sunday  evening  in 
the  month.  This  whole  programme  was  ar- 
ranged around  the  theme  of  "The  Family 
Unit  in  the  Plan  of  Eternal  Salvation." 

A  "Meet  Me  at  Mutual"  programme  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  8th  November.  The  classes 
were  held  first,  followed  by  the  programme. 
"M.I.A. -Matic  Salesman"  conducted  each  class 
back  to  the  recreation  hall,  where  the  direc- 
tors of  the  various  sections  were  waiting  to 
raise  the  curtain  so  that  the  M.I. A. -matic  car 
could  roll  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  audience. 
With  song,  dance  and  speech  the  cast  kept 
us    in    good    humour    for    the    rest    of    the 
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CHRISTMAS   IS   COMMING 


by 
Solving  Paulson  lliisscll 


Oh,  hide  the  gifts  and  stir  the  cakes, 

For  Christmas  time  is  coming; 

About  the  house  the  youngsters  prance. 

And  mother's  work  is  humming. 

Our  home  is  bright  with  streamer  things 

And  presents  in  the  making. 

And  all  the  air  is  tingling  with 

The  spicy  things  a-baking. 


Oh,  feed  the  flame  and  chop  the  wood 
And  bring  in  green  and  trimming. 
With  Christmas  mirth  and  happiness 
The  whole  house  is  a-brimming.    . 
There's  sparkle  in  each  merry  eye. 
And  lips  are  set  for  funning. 
And  every  heart's  a-tune  with  joy 
For  Christmas  is  a-coming! 


KEEPING    CHRISTMAS        DISTRICT  HIGHLIGHTS 


— Henry  Van  Dyke. 

"There  is  a  better  thing  than  the  observance 
of  Christmas  day,  and  that  is  keeping  Christ- 
mas. Are  you  willing  to  forget  what  you  have 
done  for  other  people,  and  to  remember  what 
other  people  have  done  for  you;  to  ignore 
what  the  world  owes  you,  and  to  think  what 
you  owe  the  world;  to  put  your  rights  in  the 
background,  and  your  duties  in  the  middle 
distance,  and  your  chances  to  do  a  little  more 
than  your  duty  in  the  foreground;  to  see  that 
your  fellow  men  are  just  as  real  as  you  are,  and 
try  to  look  behind  their  faces  to  their  hearts, 
hungry  for  joy;  to  own  that  probably  the  only 
good  reason  for  your  existence  is  not  what  you 
are  going  to  get  out  of  life,  but  what  you  are 
going  to  give  to  life;  to  close  your  book  of  com- 
plaints against  the  management  of  the  universe, 
and  look  around  you  for  some  place,  where 
you  can  sow  a  few  seeds  of  happiness.  Are  you 
willing  to  do  these  things  even  for  a  day? 

"Then  you  can  keep  Christmas!" 
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evening.  The  car  which  was  rolled  to  town 
was  the  work  of  Brother  Clyde  Geldenhuys 
and  Sister  Jill  Welch. 

Our  Branch  conference  was  held  on  29th 
November.  We  all  forgot  the  south-east  wind, 
which  was  blowing  a  gale,  as  we  listened  to 
the  wonderful  items  on  the  programme.  The 
theme  of  the  conference  was  "The  Ten  Com- 
mandments." Talks  were  given  by  Brother 
Hugh  Helm,  Sister  Nora  Duncan,  Brother 
Richard  Smith,  Brother  Alwin  Hubert,  and 
President  Duncan.  Other  items  were  anthems 
by  the  choir,  a  song  by  the  Junior  Sunday 
School,  an  organ  solo  by  Brother  Theo 
Rayner,  a  musical  reading  by  Sisters  Rene^ 
Hubert  and  Laverne  Park,  and  a  trio  by  the 
lady  missionaries. 

The  branch  social,  held  on  Friday,  25th 
November,  was  a  very  jolly  party.  The 
programme  was  arranged  by  Brother  Andrew 
and  Sister  Imelda  Fourie.  The  men's  leg- 
show  was  hilarious  and  we  would  advise  the 
womenfolk  belonging  to  the  Branch  Presi- 
dency to  provide  their  menfolk  with  a  few 
skeins  of  darning  wool  and  some  needles. 

The  Mowbray  Branch  sends  a  "Merry  Christ- 
mas" to  all  the  saints  in  the  South  African 
Mission. 
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